Northern Essex 
Gommunity Colleae 


CHANGES TO 
NECC EMAIL 


PASSWORDS 


After spring break, all NECC 
email passwords will change to 
match myNECC passwords. 

This means students will be 
using their myNECC passwords 
to access email, blackboard, my- 
NECC and other self service and 
portal links. 


Civic 
ENGAGEMENT 
AND SERVICE 


LEARNING FAIR 
Students are invited to attend 


the civic engagement, volun- 
teer and service learning fair on 
Wednesday, March 4 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in Spurk building 
lobby on Haverhill campus to 
learn about volunteering and civ- 
ic engagement opportunities. 
This event is sponsored by the 
NECC Service Learning Com- 
mittee in collaboration with the 
_ Student Engagement Center. 
Individuals requesting sign 
language interpretation, access 
requests or for more information, 
please contact the host of this 
event, The Student Engagement 
Center at (978) 556-3731 or at 
engagement@necc.mass.edu. 


FAFSA AND 
FINANCIAL AID 
WORKSHOPS 


Students who need help com- 
pleting FAFSAs or interested in 
attending a financial aid work- 
shops can attend a workshop ei- 
ther on March 4th from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the Behrakis One- 
Stop Student Center on Haverhill 
Campus, or March 5 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., in the El-Hefni Center 
on the Lawrence Campus. 

To register, visit www.necc. 
mass.edu/financial-aid-day 

For more information, or for 
sign language interpreting or ac- 
cess requests, please contact at 
aid@necc.mass.edu or (978) 556- 
3700. 


SCHOLARSHIP 
WORKSHOPS 


AVAILABLE 

Students who need help ap- 
plying to scholarships can attend 
workshops in Haverhill and Law- 
rence for help. 

The remaining Haverhill 
workshop will be held March 10 
in B301 from noon to | p.m. 

Lawrence workshops will be 
held in L243 March 26 and April 
2 from noon to | p.m. 


NY Seer WALE Chaomes Watengien 
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| The Art of Winning Elections 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Professor Richard Padova watches as guest speakers David Forsberg (left) and Charles Baker III (right) discuss their 


experiences in politics, specifically running in and advising election campaigns. Padova’s collection of campaign 
memorobillia is visible in the background. 


Speaker’s Series continues with 
‘The Art of Winning Elections’ 


Charles Baker III 
and David Forsberg 


speak on experience 
By Fairu GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 

Politics is power, and learning 
how to win elections is key to 
survival and success in the world 
of U.S. politics. 

The NECC Speaker’s Series 


strategy to the Gore/Lieberman 
campaign and the Democratic 
National Committee and a senior 
advisor on national field strategy 
to Kerry/Edwards campaign in 
2004. 

“J just kept at [politics],” said 
Baker. “Politics has changed a 
ton. We talk about this today in 
terms of the use of technology ... 
back then, we still copied things 
on mimeograph paper. If you'd 
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I ran [for city council] in 1973 and lost ... and I got up 
the next morning and went down to city hall plaza and 
started campaigning... 


- David Forsberg 


i 


continued on Wednesday, Feb. 
25 when global studies professor 
Richard Padova introduced po- 
litical analysts Charles Baker III 
and David Forsberg to speak on 
“The Art of Winning Elections.” 
The series began last fall when 
former presidential candidate 
Howard Dean came to speak on 
his political experiences on Sept. 
24. 

The speakers were invited to 
talk about their experiences on 
the campaign trail. 

Baker is an adviser for DLA 
Piper, a business law firm, and 
a founding partner in the Dew- 
ey Square Group, a public af- 
fairs consulting group. Baker 
has past political experience as 
deputy chief secretary to former 
Massachusetts Governor Michael 
S. Dukakis, as well as being a 
senior adviser on national field 


need to get a copy of a voter list 
you'd have to go to town hall and 
write it down. They wouldn’t 
necessarily have even the extra 
copies to print. It was just a very 
very different time.” 

Forsberg is the Dean of the 
School of Business at Anna Ma- 
ria College. He chaired Massa- 
chusetts Governor Charlie Bak- 
er’s campaign and is the former 
Health and Human _ Services 
Secretary for Mass. He started 
in Worcester as a councilor and 
later went on to serve as the New 
England Regional Administra- 
tor-Regional Housing Commis- 
sioner for the United States De- 
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development. He has also served 
as the Chief Development Officer 
for Worcester. 

“J ran [for city council] in 1973 
and lost ... and I got up the next 


morning and went down to city 
hall plaza and started campaign- 
ing for the next election, which 
I won,” said Forsberg about his 
start in politics. 

“T kind of have a general rule 
about politics and it’s probably 
why I’ve kept doing it my whole 
life, which is, campaigns actual- 
ly have to be about fun. If there 
isn’t joy ina campaign every day, 
then like you should do some- 
thing else,” said Baker. “Even in 
the most adverse situations, I’ve 
always had fun in campaigns.” 

“My biggest thrill was the first 
election that I won, to personalize 
it,” said Forsberg. 

After Baker and Forsberg 
spoke about their beginnings in 
politics and some of their experi- 
ences, Padova opened up the floor 
for questions from the audience. 

Baker and Forsberg spoke on 
topics such as whether the Dem- 
ocrats could have done anything 
to win the infamously disput- 
ed Bush-Gore election of 2000, 
ways the state of Massachusetts 
education and mental health care 
could be improved, and each 
spoke about how money in pol- 
itics was effecting campaigns, 
especially for candidates who are 
less wealthy and well-known. 

The NECC “Movers, Shakers 
and Opinion Makers” Speakers 
Series will have its final install- 
ment on April 14 for the 150th 
anniversary commemoration of 
Lincoln’s assassination. More in- 
formation will be available soon. 

Contact Richard Padova at 
rpadova@necc.mass.edu  — with 
further questions. 


Corrections for 
“Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing 


Accomodations 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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FANTASTIC! The Internet saved 
NEWS| the Internet (again) 


NECC students, faculty and 
staff who participated in the pro- 
tests and campaigns to restore 
Net Neutrality in 2014 and early 
2015 have earned themselves a 
pat on the back: the FCC has re- 
classified the internet as a public 
utility, which empowers them to 
maintain robust defenses against 
exploitative business practices by 
ISPs. 

Particularly strong honorable 
mention goes to Professor Paul 
Saint-Amand, who could be 
found, immediately after learn- 
ing about the issue, standing in 
the lobby of the C building with a 
sign and a petition, informing the 
student body on the deep impli- 
cations of losing Net Neutrality. 
(see the NECC Observer May 7, 
2014: “Prof. Saint-Amand saves 
the Internet.”’) 


What is Net Neutrality? 
Net Neutrality is the legal 
framework that says Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) are re- 
quired to treat all transmissions 
of information equally; they can’t 
prioritize access to some web- 
sites or types of data over others. 
Until 2010, the FCC was enforc- 
ing Net Neutrality by regulating 


NECC Observer 


the Internet as a common carrier 
-- by which standard ISPs can’t 
discriminate in the content they 
carry, but are also protected from 
liability for that content. 

In 2010, Comcast won a law- 
suit against the FCC arguing that 
the Internet was not a common 
carrier (a category that also in- 
cludes power lines) and so should 
not be subject to common carrier 
regulations. Shortly thereafter, 
many commenters have pointed 
out a sharp dip in Netflix stream- 
ing quality, followed by a whole 
lot of negotiations and a sudden, 
dramatic increase in both Net- 
flix’s speed, and its price. 

Few companies have outright 
admitted to slowing Netflix down 
on purpose until they agreed 
to pay a premium for access to 
bandwidth, but there’s no rea- 
sonable case to be made that any- 
thing else was happening. 

Net Neutrality matters for a lot 
of reasons, some simple and some 
complicated. It’s a linchpin that’s 
necessary for the internet to work 
the way it does. But the easiest 
effect to see is this: when they’re 
allowed to, ISPs will extort web- 
sites for access to the clients who 
are paying for their service. 
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What just happened? 

In a 3-to-2 vote, the FCC just 
re-classified the internet as a 
common carrier, restoring their 
authority to enforce Net Neutral- 
ity. Now, with the full certainty 
of an explicit legal standard, they 
can enforce fair treatment of data 
under ISPs, as well as many other 
valuable protections. 

In a widely quoted statement, 
FCC Chair Tom Wheeler said 
“This is no more a plan to reg- 
ulate the Internet than the First 
Amendment is a plan to regulate 
free speech. They both stand for 
the same concept.” 


What did the Internet do? 

For the second time in the 
last few years, US legislation 
has threatened the foundations 
of the internet. In 2012, it was 
SOPA: the Stop Online Piracy 
Act, which (among many other 
very bad things) made the owners 
of websites liable for copyright 
infringement on any website that 
was linked to from theirs. That 
law alone would completely un- 
dermine the basic tenability of all 
social networks and websites that 
rely on user-generated content -- 


that is, very nearly everything on 
the internet. 

It was proposed very quietly, 
and had near unanimous support. 
Then, over the course of a cou- 
ple of weeks, campaigners online 
made it incredibly, un-ignorably 
clear that no congressperson who 
voted for SOPA could hope to be 
re-elected. As a result, the vote 
was cancelled. 

This time, the FCC was get- 
ting ready to make a decision 
about the future classification of 
the internet. The initial proposal 
constituted a legal affirmation 
of ISPs’ right to discriminate on 
traffic -- again, as well as a num- 
ber of other variously complicat- 
ed, universally terrible effects. 

It looked hopeless: Tom 
Wheeler, the new chair of the 
FCC, was hired straight from his 
previous position as a lobbyist for 
the cable and wireless industry. 

Activists worldwide respond- 
ed, and in a few months many 
polititians, including the presi- 
dent, came out strongly in favor 
of robust Net Neutrality enforce- 
ment. In the end, they voted on 
protections as robust as we could 
have hoped. 


_Corrections 
from Feb. 25 
“Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Acommondations at NECC’ s 
Deb McKinney te thoumnaed 


JAWS is provided through 
learning accomodations. : 


Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Services provides access to 
students, staff and faculty. 


There is a class at NECC that 
teaches English language to deaf 
and hard of hearing students. 


parents of deaf and hard of hearing 
children. le “iy 


Was the dress on the internet 
black and blue or white and gold? 


Blue and black, which- 
ever you want to call it 


JARED JACOB 
Computer Science 


Blue and black. 


TRAVIS BARRETT 
Communication 


All I know is that it was 
overblown. 


JEN EMERY 
Business 


I definitely saw white 
and gold. 


CourtNey Morris 
Radiology Technology 


Qe 


I have no idea. 


ANDREW CHRISTOPHER 
History 


Let’s go with white and 
gold. 


JUSTIN BONNEAU 
Criminal Justice 
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Are we controlled by the mass media 


Do you find yourself 
always glued to your 


phone? 
By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Ever since the Internet was in- 
vented in the 80s, media has been 
skyrocketing. New Apple devices 
are invented every few months, 
and people rush out to upgrade. 
The old flip phones that could 
barely take a photo, and often 
couldn’t capture video at all, are 
fading into distant memory. 

I got my first flip phone when 
I was in the fifth grade. Twenty 
years later I see children as young 
as 5 with iPads and iPhones. I 
don’t even own an iPad. 

I nanny for a living and the 
children that I nanny each have 
their own tablet and smartphone. 


I see them glued to the screens, 
and being consumed by the me- 
dia. 

Back then my phone wasn’t 
really important to me, I only 
used it to call my parents for 
emergencies. Sometimes I would 


munications course here with 
Professor Amy Callahan. The 
course teaches us about Mass 
Media, recently we were assigned 
a project to keep a media diary 
for one week. 

The media dairy would in- 


Di etren saeeeEen 17 Gacigssctcds casa oe Soe 
Yes we are controlled by mass media, 


because a lot of what people perceive 
nowadays comes from the internet and 
televsion. 
- Christina Hillner 


——  oOoOoOovmnc—_r”—_59- 


even leave it at home. Nowadays 
my phone doesn’t leave my side. 
Social media apps like Ins- 
tagram, Facebook and Twitter 
make it easy to become addicted 
to a constant media stream. 
I take an Intro to Mass Com- 


clude TV, Internet, Music, Apps, 
etc. My diary consisted mainly 
of movies and reality TV shows. 
What I found shocking was how 
much I used my media devices, 
like my phone -- to go on Insta- 
gram and Facebook. 


half hour. They are very much a 
part of my daily life. After seeing 
my media diary I can definitely 
say that I am a little addicted to 
media. 

Christina Hillner, staff writ- 
er, is an avid social media ad- 
dict. With over 8,000 tweets, and 
headphones always in her ears 
she loves her dose of social me- 
dia. When asked if we are con- 
trolled by mass media Hillner 
said, “Yes we are, because alot of 
what people percieve now add- 
ays comes from the internet and 
televsion.” 

It’s so easy to get bored and go 
on your devices for hours without 
even noticing. We should take the 
time to say to ourselves, “Ts it re- 
ally worth it, going on your phone 
at the dinner table?” Instead, en- 
joy the time you have with your 
love ones with no distractions. 


9 Lets talk about 


the dress. 
Is it black and blue? 


or white and gold? 
The dress that broke 


the internet. 
By ASHLEE Rose FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

A recent picture of a dress that 
was posted on a Tumblr account 
has people going mad on what 
the color of the dress is. It sounds 
simple right -- just name a color 
of a dress -- but it’s anytihng but 
simple. 

When I first took a look at the 
photo of the dress, it appeared 
white and gold to me. Then, as I 
scrolled down to read more of the 
article, the dress changed to blue 
and black. 

I freaked out for a minute, 
thinking, “how is this possible?” 
Now, the only color I saw was 


I use those apps about every 
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blue and black. 

When I showed others the pic- 
ture of the dress, it surprised me 
that some people saw white and 
gold where I saw blue and black. 

Celebrities are also talking 
about the dress. With tweets from 
Taylor Swift, Kim Kardashian 
and Anna Kendrick, this dress has 
made its way around. It even ap- 
peared on CNN, where the prob- 
lem of the msterious dress was 
clarified to viewers. 

The dress is actually sold as a 
blue and black dress. The image 
is an optical illusion: because 
the photo has exceptionally bad 
white balance, it’s sitting right on 
the point of ambiguity where a 
viewer can either see it as a white 
and gold dress in a shadow, or a 
black and blue dress in bright yel- 
low light. 


Christina Hillner and Rebecca Westerman show how easy it is to get distracted with social media devices even at NECC, 
where students should be paying attention to things other then our Twitter, Facebook or Instagram. 


Students talk parking 


NECC counseling 


DO YOU FEELS 
in your relation 


Does your partner 
call you names, put you down or make yc 
feel worthless? 
blame you for arguments or prebiems in 
the retfationship? 
act jealous, accuse you of cheating, or make 
you feel guilty for spending time with anyone 
else? 
threaten you or make you feel afraid? 
hurt you in ways such as hitting, strangling, 
pushing, or using objects or weapons? 
contro! what you do, who you see, where you 
go, what you wear, or how you spend money? 
use your immigration status, personal 
history, gender, sexual orientation, or 


children against you? 
You are not alone. 
Help is available. 
Call today. 


‘Northern Essex 
Community College 


MARCIA E. WINTERS, LCSW, LMHC 


Photo = Ashlee Rose Ferrante 
NECC Counseling Services can provide help to students who need 
resources for mental and physical safety. 


Parking is a thing that 
happens unless there is a 
lot of snow, and then there 
isn t parking 


By ALeEx DEHULLU 
Correspondent 

The NECC parking lot has seen better 
days. Students who had to pay for their 
parking pass are losing several parking 
spots because of excess snow. There has 
been minimal snowfall in the past two 
weeks, but the parking lots are still dealing 
with the after effects of the multiple large 
snowstorms that New England has recently 
suffered. 

Michael Barry, a West Newbury resi- 
dent, drives to his class every day and is not 
a fan of what the parking lot has come to. 

“There are no lines anymore -- people 
form their own spots with way too much 
room between cars. I can’t fit my truck into 
half of the spots because the cars on both 
sides left so little room in between,” said 
Barry. 

This problem is shared by many oth- 
er NECC students, and it forces students 
to park farther and farther away from the 
school. 

In the summer, the long walk wouldn’t 


be too bad, but due to the unbelievable 
amount of snow, students must walk down 
the busy road with cars coming from both 
sides all the way to the sidewalk in front of 
C building. 

Another NECC student, Andrew Wal- 
lace said, “I’m sick of this. If I show up 
to class anything but early I have to walk 
so far through the icy street in the freezing 
cold while cars drive by less than three feet 
away. At some point the school is going to 
have to finish cleaning the parking lot up.” 

It’s obvious that NECC has put in a lot 
of effort to cleaning up the parking lot. Stu- 
dents see maintenance workers constantly 
cleaning sidewalks and the plows do their 
best to clear the lot of snow after each 
storm. 

There are a couple of moves NECC 
could make to improve the conditions 
of their parking lot. One NECC student, 
Branscome Dubina, suggested, “they 
should spend some of the money we paid 
to park there to have snow removed, maybe 
free up some space for more cars and a de- 
cent walk way.” 

If there are any more major snowstorms, 
the conditions of the parking lot may con- 
tinue to decline. It will be interesting to see 
how the school will respond. 
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News 


Student leaders attend co 


Networking brings 
together Community 
Colleges 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

On Friday Feb. 28, student 
leaders from NECC traveled to 
Massasoit Community College in 
Brockton, Mass., for the Commu- 
nity College Student Leadership 


Association Drive-In Confer- 
ence. 
There were 


10 community 
colleges in aten- 
dence, including 
Mass Bay Com- 
munity College, 
Qunsigimond, 
Nashua, and 
Massasoit. The 
conference’s theme was network- 
ing. 

Jessica Pike, assistant director 
of career services and internship 
at Mount Ida College, spoke at 
the conference about the art of 
networking. “Networking is just 
having a conversation to build a 
relationship with the other per- 
on,” she said, and added that 


jor, said, 


you network every day with just 
about every person you come into 
contact with. 

Pike said, “I love helping to 
develop the future of our country. 
It gives me a great feeling and | 
love the smile it brings to the stu- 
dents faces.” 

Kelsey Terry, a biology ma- 
“T like how she made us 
aware that we network everyday, 
if we realize it or not.” 

The other presenter at the 


You have to keep your network fresh, you 
do not want people in your network who 
are not going to help you out. 


- Glen T. Prospere 


event was Professor Glen T. Pros- 
pere. Prospere is a full time pro- 
fessor at Massasoit Community 
College, where he specializes in 
human services. 

Prospere spoke about values 
in maintaining relationships. He 
spoke of the correct etiquette 
when reaching out to your net- 
work. He spoke about what to do 


International 


Dominican and 
Chinese culture were 


celebrated 
By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

On Wednesday Feb. 25 the 
Lawrence campus held its Inter- 
national Day, celebrating Domin- 
ican Independence Day, which 
fell on Feb. 27, and Chinese New 
Year, which fell on Feb. 19. 

It was a learning experience 
for students as the organizers had 
a couple trifolds that explained 
how the Dominican Republic 
gained their independence from 
Haiti. Students also learned some 
of the culture that comes to the 
city of Lawrence via Dominican 
Republic. 

Jamine Polanco, a criminal 
justice student, said, “It was a lot 


of fun, | got to speak with a lot of 
students and teach them about my 
culture.” 

The Dominican culture also 
came through in the food at the 
event. Food included Spanish 
rice, baked chicken and pasteli- 
tos. These are staples at dinner 
tables across Lawrence. 

Students also learned about 
Chinese New Year, which is not 
on the same day every year cor- 
responding to the Gregorian cal- 
endar, because it’s based on the 
lunar calendar. They also learned 
that the first day is Feb. 19 and 
it actually runs through March 5. 
It is not a one-night one-day cel- 
ebration like the New Years Day 
celebrated on the Western calen- 
dar. 

Jilene Amador, a_ criminal 
justice student, said, “I liked the 
event. It taught me a lot about the 


to keep in contact with your net- 
work so it does not get stale. 

Prospere said, “You have to 
keep your network fresh, you do 
not want people in your network 
who are not going to help you 
out.” 

Donna Passemato, an exercise 
science major, said, “I am glad he 
went over that, because I never 
know when I have lost too much 
contact with people in my net- 
work to use them again. 

There was a 
lunchtime round- 
table discussions 
where students 
could network and 
bounce ideas off 
of each other to 
see what events or 
projects had suc- 
cess at each others 
schools. 

Ideas that were shared went 
past the average bake sale and 
moved to actual parties that could 
be held on campus. 

The students also took part 
in a civic engagement project -- 
they collected first aid kits and 
other things needed to send off to 
Cape Verde where on the island 
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Student leaders participate in a networking event, where 
every student leader engages with many others. 


of Fogo a volcano erupted and 
destroyed thousands of homes 
and injured many. 

The volcano started to erupt in 
November of last year and keeps 
spewing lava flows a months 
later. The students at Massasoit 
have a large Cape Verde back- 
ground so they found it the right 


thing to do. 

The Civic Engagement Project 
was a success, all the schools who 
arrived at the conference brought 
something to send along with the 
care packages. 

The CCSLA conference hap- 
pens twice a year. In the fall and 
also in the spring. 


Day a hit at Lawrence 


Chinese New Year Celebration, it 
was really neat to learn about.” 

For Chinese New Year the 
food included fried rice, chicken 
fingers, shrimp crackers, lobster 
crackers and many assorted Chi- 
nese sweets. 

Elfie Grusing, a biology ma- 
jor, tried every single thing she 
had never heard of before. “I am 
always willing to try new things, 
so not why not do it here at Inter- 
national Day,” said Grusing. She 
said she liked some of the food, 
but some she had to pass on after 
one bite. 

Michael Moncooba, an engi- 
neering student, said, “It brought 
everyone together from different 
nationalities. This should happen 
more often. I love seeing how 
happy everyone is and all having 
smiles on their faces.” 
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Elfie Grusing enjoying the Chinese specialty treats. 
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Students enjoy the food brought out by the student engagment center to celelbrate International day last week on the Lawrence campus. 
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Develo 


Tips for students to 
suppress the fear of 
speaking in public 
and learn to speak 
confidently 


By Curistina HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


The number one fear in Amer- 
ica, according to the Washington 
Post in October 2014, is the fear 
of public speaking. 

It is a highly common fear 
for most people, and many feel 
alone. 

Students watch celebrities, 
politicians or business leaders 
speak on television or in public, 
and they seem to be so at ease and 
calm. 

Some may wonder, are great 
public speakers made, or are they 
just born that way? 

It may be true that some in- 
dividuals are born with this gift 
-- the vast majority of effective 
speakers have been trained by 
themselves or by others to be so. 


public and their reaction to what 
the speaker is saying at the ex- 
pense of the actual speaking. 

To develop as an effective 
public speaker, he or she must do 
the opposite. Focus on the words 
that you will be speaking and let 
go of the “public” audience lis- 
tening. 

Think of it as a conversation 
between you and the audience. 

If someone can carry on a 
casual conversation with one or 
two people, they can give a great 
speech. 

Whether their audience con- 
sists of two people or two hun- 
dred, and whether they’ re talking 
about the latest internet sensation, 
or what they did today during 
class, they should be themselves. 

Students should talk directly 
to people, make brief eye con- 
tact and make a connection with 
them. 

If the thought of looking at a 
member of the audience is too 
nerve wracking, it is helpful to 
scan just above their heads. 

There is no direct eye contact 
and to the audience it appears to 
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Professor Glen T. Prospere speaking at the CCSLA 
Student Leadership Conference Feb. 27. 


They have received formal 
media training or they have de- 
livered many speeches that over 
time they’ve learned what works 
for them and it becomes routine. 

College students are preparing 
for the future, which includes in- 
terviews with potential employ- 
ers, a field in business or market- 
ing or a position as a teacher. 

At some point everyone will 
have to face public speaking 
whether it be a class or for a fu- 
ture occupation. Here are some 
tips to develop into a great public 
speaker. 

An audience wants to listen to 
a speaker who is interesting, re- 
laxed and comfortable. 

Everyone has routine conver- 
sations every day and people do 
not have any problems with being 
themselves. 

Yet too often, when they stand 
up to give a speech, something 
changes. 

The anxiety settles in, palms 
sweaty, hands shaking,.heart rac- 
ing and thoughts of doubt creep 
into the mind. 

There is too much focus on the 


them that the speaker is making 
contact with them. 

Another tip is to find an object 
in the background whether it be a 
clock or a sign, find focus in that, 
and speak. 

Effective body language can 
support the message and project a 
strong image of the speaker. 

Audiences pay more attention 
to a speaker whose body lan- 
guage is energetic with positive 
gestures. 

The most effective movements 
are ones that reflect the present- 
er’s personal investment in the 
speech. 

Speakers should use their 
hands. They shouldn’t keep them 
on their hips, in their pockets, or 
folded across their chest. 

Those positions could tell 
the audience, that the speaker is 
closed off and uncomfortable. 

The use of hands can help to 
emphasize a point, express emo- 
tion, release tension and help to 
engage with the audience. 

A speaker’s stance can tell 
the audience that you’re happy, 
scared, confident, or uncomfort- 


News 


p into a great public s 


able. 

Audiences see these in a 
speaker unthinkingly but unfail- 
ingly. 

A balanced stance with weight 
even but slightly forward tends to 
say that the speaker is engaged 
with the audience. 

A slumped stance leaning to 
one side can say the speaker does 
not care. 

Some of the most accom- 
plished public speakers will make 
a mistake at some point. 

Always keep in mind that 
they'll notice more than anyone 
in the audience. The most import- 
ant action a speaker can do after 
making a mistake is to keep go- 
ing. 

Speakers should not stop and 
unless the mistake was truly dev- 
astating, speakers should never 
apologize to the audience for a 
minor slip or being nervous. 

Unless they are reading the 
speech while they are talking, 
the audience won’t know if their 
was a word left out, a page was 
skipped or if the wrong name was 
said or mispronounced. 

For the most part, the audi- 
ence will not have a copy of the 
speech, but if the scenario is pre- 
sented in the future, continue on 
with speech as if a mistake never 
occurred. 

A mistake can actually work 
for some speakers because it can 
allow for the speaker to connect 
with the audience. 

People don’t want to hear from 
someone who is “perfect.” An 
audience will relate much more 
easily to someone who is real and 
themselves. 

Winners in sports, academics 
or politics all have a common 
resolute vision -- they practice vi- 
sualization to achieve their goals. 

Athletes close their eyes and 
imagine themselves scoring that 
goal, hitting that home run or 
breaking that record. 

Mathletes envision themselves 
finding the answers quickly and 
correctly. Politicians _ picture 
themselves as the next senator, 
mayor, or town selectman. 

The same is true in public 
speaking. The best way to fight 
anxiety and to become a more 
composed speaker is to practice 
in their heads. 

Visualizing the speech consis- 
tently will make it a routine. 

The mind will become used 
to the idea of speaking in public, 
and pretty soon any feelings of 
anxiety can be conquered. 

The goal in developing to be a 
great public speaker is not to be 
a perfect public speaker. There is 
no such thing. 

An important aspect of giving 
a speech is to be an effective pub- 
lic speaker. 

Like riding a bike, or hitting 
a baseball, it takes practice. Too 
often communication is taken for 
granted..But when a person’s suc- 
cess is directly linked to how well 
they perform in front a group, it’s 
important to give the task the 
same attention as if they were a 
professional athlete. 

Remember, even world cham- 
pion athletes practice every day. 
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Former presidential candidate Howard Dean spoke in front 
of students and staff in Haverhill Sept. 2014. 


Whatever the topic is, audi- 
ences react best when speakers 
personalize their diction. 

People like to hear about oth- 
er people’s experiences whether 
it be achievements, failures and 
everyday humorous stories that 
make up their lives. 

Whenever possible, tell sto- 
ries. Include a personal-interest 
component in public speaking. 

Not only will it make your 
listeners warm up to the speak- 
er and gain their attention, but it 
will also really help at putting the 
speaker at ease. 

It’s easier to incorporate 
something personal or relative to 
the speech that the speaker has 
knowledge on. 

Thoughts flow into words, 
presenting a confident speaker, 
which can form a great presenta- 
tion. 

It is always important to have 
a form of contact or interaction 
with the audience. 

A twist that can help to take 
some of the fear out of public 
speaking, is to shift the focus 
off of oneself as the speaker and 
move that focus toward the audi- 


ence. 
The objective in most speech- 
es is not to benefit the speaker, 
but for the audience to benefit 
and take something away from 
the speech. 
An audience can 


leave the 


speech with concepts through 
teaching, motivation or entertain- 
ment. 

As a speaker, they should 
think of the purpose behind the 
preparation and presentation. 

Ask the question before pre- 
senting, how can one help au- 
dience members achieve their 
goals, learn about a certain topic 
or discover something new? 

One thing they may learn along 
the way in developing to become 
a comfortable public speaker is 
when it comes to talking in front 
of a crowd, less is more. 

Try to make the presentation a 
little bit shorter than anticipated. 

With proper preparation and 
taking some of this advice, as 
the presentation progresses, they 
won’t realize how quickly the 
time will pass as they are speak- 
ing. 

It is best to leave listeners 
wishing they had spoken for just 
a few more minutes than squirm- 
ing in their seats waiting for the 
speech to finally end. 

NECC offers a course on pub- 
lic speaking, which will teach ef- 
fective construction and delivery 
of various types of speeches. 

The course concentrates on 
informative, persuasive, and im- 
promptu speeches and touches on 
other types as well. 
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NECC spring 2014 graduate Marie Phillips of Haverhill was 
the NECC student commencement speaker. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Dance students to attend event 


Dance program 
scheduled to attend 


ACDA conference 
By Kim WHitIncG 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

From March 11 to 14, students 
in the NECC dance program will 
be attending a conference hosted 
by the American College Dance 
Association. This event is one 
of 12 regional conferences being 
held throughout the country that 
week. 

The New England conference 
is being held in Providence, R.I. 


at the music, theatre and dance 
department of the Rhode Island 
College. 

“The conferences are the pri- 
mary means for college and uni- 
versity dance programs to per- 
form outside their own academic 
setting and be exposed to the di- 
versity of the national college 
dance world,” according to the 
programs website. 

As of the writing of this arti- 
cle, seven students were sched- 
uled to attend, accompanied by 
professor and coordinator of the 
Performing Arts department, Mi- 
chelle Deane. 


While at this event, students 
will attend workshops, panels 
and master classes. 

The website continues, “The 
conferences also provide the 
unique opportunity for students 
and faculty to have their dance 
works adjudicated by a panel of 
nationally recognized dance pro- 
fessionals in an open and con- 
structive forum.” 

Founded in 1973 as The Amer- 
ican College Dance Festival As- 
sociation, this is an organization 
of students, teachers, and artists 
committed to sharing their pas- 
sion for dance. 


The name was changed in 
2014 to “...expand our vision of 
the increasingly significant ways 
that we can continue to support 
dance programs.” 

Works will be selected from 
each regional conference for pre- 
sentation at the biennial National 
College Dance Festival, which is 
usually held at the John F. Kenne- 
dy Center for the Performing Arts 
in Washington, DC. 

The next National Festival is 
being held in the spring of 2016. 

More information is avail- 
able about this program at 
ACDA.com. 


Top Notch Players to perform ‘Avenue Q’ 


Rehearsals are 
under way for the 


upcoming show 
By Kim Waitinc 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
Auditions were held on Feb. 
3 and the cast was chosen for the 
upcoming showing of “Avenue 
Q” by the Top Notch Players. 
“Avenue Q” is a comedy about 
a recent college graduate named 
Princeton who moves to a shabby 
apartment in New York and meets 
some interesting new friends. 
Through the use of puppets 
as some of the characters, the 
play explores issues such as sex, 


drinking and internet pornogra- 
phy. It is not recommended for 
children, although according to 
the website, “‘Avenue Q’ is great 
for teenagers because it’s about 
real life.” 

The play first opened 
off-broadway at the Vineyard 
Theatre in March 2003 and has 
won several awards, including 
the “triple threat” of Tony awards 
for best musical, best score and 
best book. 

Showtimes and admission in- 
formation are located in the box 
to the left and more information 
is available by contacting Susan 
Sanders at ssanders@necc.mass. 
edu. 


Cast List: 


Kate Monster; 
Hannah 
Heckman-McKenna 
Princeton; Christian Doyle 
Christmas Eve; 
Geehae Moon 

Brian; 

Hunter Gouldthorpe 
Gary Coleman; 

Sarah Bird 

Trekkie Monster; 
Michael Ross 

Nicky; Kris Schooner 
Rod; Kevin Mtchell 


Bad Idea Bear; 

Caitlin Kennedy 

Bad Idea Bear; 

Conor Miller 

Lucy; 

Kelly Schwing 

Mrs. Thistletwat (etc.); 
Ari Crawford 

Ricky (etc.); 

Nate Miller 

Stage Manager; 

Rob Mantegani 
Assistant stage manager; 
Amanda Kehoe 
Assistant to the 
technical director; 
Nick Siese 


Dance Club prepares for show 


The dance club is 
rehearsing for their 


spring show 
By Kim Wuitinc 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Preparations are under way for 
the spring performing arts show- 
case, in spite of numerous inter- 
ruptions caused by the weather. 

“We’ve only been able to meet 
a couple of times,” said Tracy 
DiJulia, NECC alumni and dance 
club choreographer, “and our 
spring show is coming up in just 
a few weeks.” 


Dance club meetings are held 
on Mondays from noon to | p.m. 
in the Sport and Fitness Center. 
The club is comprised of NECC 
students at a variety of skill levels 
and majors. 

Many of the members are not 
actively enrolled in a dance class 


and are not required to have any 
previous dance experience. 

“If you’re looking to meet new 
people, express your creative side 
and get a great workout, then 
Dance Club is for you,” said Mi- 
chelle Deane, who is a NECC 
professor as well as coordinator 
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We’ve only been able to meet a 
couple of times. 
- Tracy DiJulia 
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and department chair of the Per- 
forming Arts department. 

The Dance Club is current- 
ly preparing to participate in the 
performing arts showcase, which 
will be held on the Haverhill 
NECC campus. 

There will also be a perfor- 
mance in April at the Lawrence 
High School’s performing arts 
center, a venue which allows 
them to perform on a full stage. 

Details about this event appear 
in the box to the left. For addi- 
tional information, contact Mi- 
chelle Deane at mdeane@necc. 
mass.edu. 


Dance Club members 


From left to right: 
Tracy DiJulia, NECC alumni 
and dance club choreogra- 


‘| pher; Ashley Iqartua, psy- 


chology and dance major, of 
Haverhill; Jennilee Rogers, 
dance and early childhood 
major, of Exeter; Nicole Ed- 
mands, radiology major, 
of Amesbury; Nina Cabral, 
LA dance option major, of 
Pelham; Mishayla Perez, 
nursing and dance major, 
of Methuen; Elena Thiel, 
criminal justice major, of 
Methuen; Nate Miller, theater 
major, of Newton, NH; Roos- 
evelt Segura, helpdesk certi- 
fication major, of Lawrence; 
Robert Ewusi, business 
transfer major, of Haverhill 


Lawrence Winterfest rescheduled 


Snow cancelled the 
first event, but 


Lawrence prevailed 
By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

With the accumulation of 
snow at the Lawrence campus 
over this semester, a lot of events 
had to be cancelled along with the 
school days, Winterfest being one 
of them. 

Winterfest went on without a 
hitch on the Haverhill campus, 
but on the day that it was sup- 
posed to take place on the Law- 
rence campus, NECC and New 
England were walloped with one 
of many snow storms this year. 
The Student Engagement Cen- 
ter, along with the Student Sen- 


ate, wanted the event to still take 
place, so they worked together to 
get the day rescheduled. 

Ari Chicklis, program assis- 
tant, said, “I wanted the event to 
happen, | like the student engage- 
ment. I like how it brings people 
together therefore it needed to 
happen.” 

At the event, just like in 
Haverhill, they had a nacho bar 
and a hot chocolate bar. 

There were lots of games to 
play where students could win 
prizes and just have a good time 
and get to know other students. 
They also had name art, where 
artists would paint their names 
using paint and shapes as op- 
posed to directly just painting a 
letter. 

Rebecca Tienhaara, a high 


school student who is dually en- 
rolled here at NECC, said, “Its 
awesome there is a bunch of food 
and games. Plus I get to talk to a 
few new friends.” 

Tienharra said, “I love Win- 
terfest. It is an awesome and free 
spirited event.” 

One of the popular events at 
the Lawrence Winterfest was the 
Wii system set up to play winter 
games. 

Joe Torres, a nursing student 
who also works in the gym at the 
Sports and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus really enjoys 
helping out. 

Torres said, “I really enjoy 
promoting fitness and exercise. I 
believe in trying to help everyone 
stay healthy.” 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Events like Winterfest allow for students to engage in activities and info sessions to 
promote community engagement and learning. 


NECC professor publishes book 


Professor Ligia Domenech is now a published author 


By NECC Newsroom 


Correspondent 

While conducting research 
for her doctoral thesis, Northern 
Essex Community College asso- 
ciate professor Ligia Domenech 
stumbled upon a brief reference 
to the U-Boat blockade of the Ca- 
ribbean during World War II. This 
footnote left her with a leading 
question. “What blockade?” 

An often overlooked histori- 
cal postscript, the fact is that in 
1942, the Caribbean was blocked 
off from the rest of the world by 
five German U-Boats. This had a 
profound effect on the nearly 30 
island countries, leaving the in- 
habitants without access to peni- 
cillin to fight disease, oil to power 
their vehicles, and even glass to 
bottle the rum. 

By the end of the war, the 
Germans had sunk 400 merchant 
ships in the Caribbean while only 
losing 17 U-Boats during what 
was dubbed “Operation Neu- 
land”. 

The blockade was intended to 
cut supply lines between the Ca- 
ribbean and the Allies. This stran- 
gled their import-based econo- 
mies. Since most of the islands 


were colonies, they were left to 
fend for themselves. 

Born and raised in Puerto 
Rico, Domenech reasoned that if 
a native of the Caribbean work- 
ing on a doctorate on the History 
of Puerto Rico and the Caribbe- 
an didn’t know about the U-Boat 
Blockade then few others prob- 
ably did either. After some addi- 
tional investigating, Domenech 
found she was right. 

While the U-Boat blockade 
has been chronicled in publica- 
tions, the plight of the Caribbean 
was not says Domenech. 

.A social worker by training 
with a master’s degree in Ca- 
ribbean Anthropology from the 
Center for Advanced Studies on 
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, 
the now Haverhill resident ap- 
proached subject matter like an 
investigator. 

The 49-year-old spent four 
years researching the blockade. 
She read every edition of the lo- 
cal newspapers for all of 1942 as 
well as every book on the subject 
she could locate. She wrote the 
book while living for 2 years in 
Argentina. 

Her efforts culminated in a 
book published by iUniverse ti- 


tled “Imprisoned in the Carib- 
bean: The 1942 German U-Boat 
Blockade”. 

The book explores how the 
campaign hurt the people of the 
Caribbean, who the principal tar- 
gets were, how the U.S. respond- 
ed, which essential goods were 
blocked, what new _ industries 
developed as a result of the war, 
and the long lasting effects on the 
islands. 

Domenech says selling the 
book is not her primary objective, 
but telling the story of the U-Boat 
Blockade and its effect on the 
Caribbean is. The book can be 
purchased through Amazon.com 
for $3.99 for Kindle and $16.72 
paperback. 

Dr. Domenech is a member 
of the NECC Speakers Bureau. 
Some two dozen faculty, experts 
in their fields, are available for 
speaking engagements at educa- 
tional institutions, libraries, and 
social service clubs. 

Topics range from the Rain 
Forest to Human Intelligences to 
chocolate. Learn more about the 
Speakers Bureau contact speak- 
ersbureau@necc.mass.edu or call 
(978) 556-3862. 
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Students visit different tables for crafts, information and 


activities. 
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Students painted their names on plaques as a part of the 


Winterfest activities. 


Meet Kiara 


NECC theater major 
Kiara Picardo 


excels 


By NECC Newsroom 
Correspondent 

Kiara Pichardo says, for her, 
the two most significant locations 
on the Northern Essex campus are 
the 75-seat theater and the tutor- 
ing center. One has given her di- 
rection, and the other has helped 
her maintain that direction. 

The 20-year-old Lawrence 
woman came to Northern Essex 
after graduating from Lawrence 
High School’s Performing & Fine 
Arts Academy in 2012. She was 
intent on majoring in photogra- 
phy. 

That all changed the day her 
cousin convinced her to audition 
for a role in NECC’s production 
of The Beaux’ Stratagem. She 
walked away with the role of 
Cherry as well as the new-found 
knowledge that acting was her 
future. “I knew this was what I 
wanted to do for the rest of my 
life.” 

Finding her direction was one 
thing, following that direction 
another. The Queens, NY, native 
credits the tutoring center and the 


Pathways for Academic and Ca- 
reer Excellence (PACE) Program 
with helping her navigate her ac- 
ademics and manage her school 
life. 

“T love this school,” she says. 
“It offers a lot of opportunities. 
If it wasn’t for the math center I 
never would have passed math,” 
she admits. 

PACE was instrumental in 
providing workshops on time 
management, scholarship oppor- 
tunities, and scheduling. 

“They helped organize my 
class schedule so I would be on 
track to graduate in May,” she 
said. 

Kiara says she speaks about 
the virtues of NECC to her 
friends, many of whom started 
at expensive private colleges and 
universities only to follow her to 
NECC. 

“T tell them to come here and 
I am always sure to mention the 
writing and math centers and all 
the help that Nothern Essex offers 
its students,” she says. 

She hopes to transfer to Fitch- 
burg State University in the fall 
of 2015 to study communications 
media with a theater concentra- 
tion. 
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Student gives talk on consciousness 


Paul Kelly leads 
informal philosophy 


discussion 
By Resecca WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

It is human nature to wonder 
why we are here and to ques- 
tion what gave us license to our 
thoughts, the decisions we make, 
and what constitutes as truly be- 
ing in the here and the now. 

We call 
it con- 
sciousness, 
and __phi- 
losophers 
have ques- 
tioned how 
to define it 
for centu- 
ries. 

Paul Kelly, a philosophy ma- 
jor, held a low key discussion 
called “The Nature of Conscious- 
ness” in room C113 on Wednes- 
day, Feb. 25. 

The talk began with a visual 
called stream of consciousness, a 
chaotic blend of flowing thought 
and color which is often what our 
thoughts feel like. 

“This is sort of what con- 
sciousness is, it’s this sort of 
immediate awareness that we all 
have. It’s this sort of idea that we 
are somewhere behind the eyes 
and between the ears,” said Kelly. 

Consciousness is a subjective 
window of reality, no two people 
see the world the same way and 
through the same lens, making it 
a very difficult concept to define. 

The idea of studying the sci- 
ences was brought up next be- 
cause science studies a third per- 
son account and uses empirical 


evidence. 

“The consciousness has this 
sort of intrinsic nature, something 
it feels like from the inside,” said 
Kelly as he presented the An- 
dromeda analogy. “We can tell 
you a lot of things about Androm- 
eda -- we can tell how large it is, 
we can tell you very plausible 
stories about its origin, a lot of 
fantastic detail about Andromeda, 
but when it comes to conscious- 
ness there’s actually not much to 


- Paul Kelly 


ne 


say,” said Kelly. 

Science can explain how the 
physical brain works and how 
stimuli can impact reactions, but 
it cannot explain consciousness 
with a concrete definition. 

“Tn terms of the subjectivity of 
it, science is actually rather silent 
on that,” said Kelly. 

There is this maddening para- 
dox that consciousness is always 
with us and a part of us, a familiar 
friend for who is a better friend to 
you than your own mind? But at 
the same token it is a completely 
foreign concept that cannot easily 
be explained. 

A large part of the discussion 
was focused on the correlation 
between consciousness and the 
physical brain. 

“One of the things we learned 
is there is an intimate connection 
between the body and the mind,” 
said Kelly. 


“One of the famous cases was 
Phineas Gage. Phineas Gage was 
a railroad worker, and there was 
an explosion and one of the rods 
penetrated his head. He miracu- 
lously survived, the people after- 
wards said he was a totally differ- 
ent person. 

“All of his major personality 
traits had totally inverted he was 
now a nasty sort of fellow and 
people said that he was not even 
the same person,” said Kelly. 

Another example 


. G brought up was about a 


When it comes to free will we have to be 
careful about making false dualisms. 


school teacher who was 
arrested for making sex- 
ual advances towards his 
stepdaughter, and when 
examined for a severe 
headache doctors found 
a brain tumor. As soon as 
the tumor was removed 
all sexual desires went away. 

The court threw out his case 
on the grounds that it was a phys- 
iological cause beyond his con- 
trol. The urges came back, but he 
had another brain tumor. 

It raises the question of how 
responsible someone can be for 
their stream of consciousness 
based on their physiological 
health. 

The notion of free will was ex- 
plored as well. 

“If you think that we’re the 
brain, then there’s this sense that 
we shouldn’t be disturbed by the 
fact that the brain is making de- 
cisions for us. Because when you 
use that language ‘decisions for 
us,’ you’re assuming a sort of 
duality between yourself and the 
brain,” said Kelly. 

The language barrier Kelly 
refers to can be analogous to in 
casual conversation. 
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Paul Kelly, philosophy major, led the discussion on con- 


sciousness. 

One might refer to a table as 
simply a table, but in a physics 
class you would refer to it as par- 
ticles. 

“When it comes to free will, 
we have to be careful about mak- 
ing false dualisms. It is going 
to depend on what we take our- 
selves to be,” said Kelly. 

The topic of “over-inflation” 
of consciousness was brought 
to the table. Scientist argue that 
people tend to have more mysti- 
cal views of consciousness and 


tend to over inflate those views 
of what consciousness actually 


amounts to. 

The scientists try to sort of 
beat it back down to size, and say 
that although people think we are 
immediately in touch with the 
physical world, they are not. 

“If you look into say phys- 
ics, the speed of light is finite so 


we’re not actually in touch with 
the world, we’re actually in touch 
with the world a few moments 
ago. 

“We’re actually looking at a 
construction, we’re not looking 
at the world as it really is,” said 
Kelly. The point Kelly is trying 
to make is that we are subject to 
our own perceptions and perhaps 
illusions of what reality is. 

Consciousness, although ex- 
plored for centuries by philos- 
ophers, scientists, psychologist 


and the like still eludes a concrete 
definition as everyone’s window 


to the world is in a different hue. 

If any students or staff inter- 
ested in attending philosophical 
discussions, check your email 
and the notice boards around 
campus. 


Meet NECC’s new club: S. C. I. E.N.C.E 


By Justin Mercep 
Correspondent 

The S.C.I.E.N.C.E. Club, pro- 
nounced “science,” will soon be 
open to students interested in 
science related activities such 
as in ecology and conservation, 
microscopy, necropsy, taxidermy 
and many different outdoor activ- 
ities. 

The S.C.I.E.N.C.E. Club had 
its first unofficial meeting on 
Tuesday, Feb. 17 and plans to be- 
gin holding official meetings on 
the first and third Tuesday of each 
month at 12:30 in room E365 on 
the Haverhill campus. All stu- 
dents are eligible to join. 

There are hundreds of stu- 
dents enrolled as science majors 
at NECC, but there hasn’t been a 
special interest group in the sci- 
ences at NECC for several years. 
Mary Everett, founder and pres- 
ident of the S.C.1.E.N.C.E. Club 
and a biology and writing major 
at NECC, took note of this issue 
and decided to create a club for 
those interested in doing practi- 
cal, but fun research. 

“The Science Club will be 
based on student interest,” said 
Everett, also relating that it is 
intended to be a place where 
like-minded students can get to- 


gether. “The club’s goal is to get 
people excited about science,” 
said Everett. “[And] give people 
the ability to do things they would 
otherwise not be able to do.” 

The things Everett was re- 
ferring to are the goals and ac- 
tivities she has planned for the 
S.C.LE.N.C.E Club, which in- 
clude salamander catching, water 
quality testing, 

taxidermy (on already de- 
ceased animals), necropsies on 
animals to gauge the impact of 
humans on the ecosystem, hiking 
and camping. 

“There isn’t any one activity 


I’m most excited about,” said Ev- 
erett. 
Daniel Roache, S.C.I.E.N.C.E. 


Club vice president and biology 
major, however, has a more cen- 
tralized view on what he plans to 
get out of club activities. 

“I’m looking forward to do- 
ing taxidermy and dissections, 
but I’m more looking forward 
to having scientific discussions,” 
said Roache. Roache also said 
the S.C.LE.N.C.E. Club will give 
him a chance to “stay up-to-date” 
with his knowledge and under- 
standing of the sciences while 
taking elective courses at NECC, 
which may be considered a seri- 


ous issue among science transfer 
students. 

Roache will not be returning 
to NECC in the fall, but said he 
plans to “expand the club to en- 
sure its survival.” Everett, who 
will also not be returning to 
NECC in the fall, also plans for a 
great expansion. 

Everett intends to become a 
full-time student at the UMa- 
ss Lowell beginning in the fall 
of 2015 but hopes to create a 
“bridge” program or network be- 
tween UMass Lowell’s science 
program and NECC in order to 
fashion more effective experienc- 
es for future $.C.I.E.N.C.E. Club 
members. Everett also said she 
intends to eventually involve the 
S.C.LE.N.C.E. Club in eco-based 
nonprofits in the New England 
area. 

Sarah Courchesne, who is one 
of two S.C.I.E.N.C.E. Club ad- 
visers, a professor of chemistry 
and biology at NECC, and also 
Mary Everett’s older sister has 
similar goals in regards to student 
and club success. 

Courchesne intends to 
strengthen the club by providing 
lasting support for students, al- 
though she’d like it to mostly re- 
main “student driven.” In regards 


to student success, Courchesne, 
who is also a doctor of veterinary 
medicine, said she’d like to use 
her connections from within the 
scientific research field to “get 
students into the science world,” 
meaning she’d like to assist them 
in reaching their career goals if 
interested in a_profession in the 
sciences. 

Courchesne also-fias a strong 
focus on outdoor activities, and 
said she is “excited to see where 
this leads.” 


Photo by Justin Merced 
Sisters Mary Everett and Sarah Courchesne, to-founders 


of the S.C.I.E.N.C.E. Club, laugh over Everett’s seemingly 
pulseless left arm. 


In addition, when asked about 
what each letter in the name 
“S.C.ILE.N.C.E.” stands for, Ev- 
erett simply stated one would 
simply have to join to find out. 

For more information, you 
can contact S.C.LE.N.C.E. 
Club president Mary Everett at 
Mary_Everett@student.uml.edu, 
advisor Sarah Courchesne at 
Scourchesne@necc.mass.edu, or 
advisor Mark Clements at Mcle- 
ments@necc.mass.edu. 
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News 


Parnassus in need of submissions 


The school literary 
magazine is looking 


for new content 
By Jor ME. 


Staff Writer 

Parnassus,NECC’s 
award-winning literary maga- 
zine, is in dire need of contribu- 
tions after a slow fall semester. 
Valid works for student submis- 
sion include short fiction, poetry, 
and art -- a category that encom- 
passes sketches, paintings, digital 
art, and photography. 

In addition, for the first time 
ever, Parnassus will be looking to 
add musical offerings to its rep- 
ertoire. 

Students who wish to submit 
to the magazine have multiple 
options depending on the medi- 
um of their work. 

For short fiction and poetry, 
students can either place their 


work in the submission box out- 
side of C314Z on the third floor 
of the Spurk building or submit 
to faculty adviser Patrick Lochelt 
electronically as a Word Docu- 
ment at plochelt@necc.mass.edu 
with “Parnassus Submission” in 
the subject line. 

For art and music, Parnassus 
would greatly prefer electronic 
submissions to the same email 
address. Standard image file 
formats (.jpg, .gif, and .png) all 
work well for art, and musical 
contributions should include a 
link to the work on SoundCloud. 

Art can also be handed in di- 
rectly to Lochelt at his office -- 
room C317Q of the Spurk build- 
ing -- on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at the Haverhill campus by ap- 
pointment only. 

The deadline for writing sub- 
missions is March 23 and the 
deadline for art and music is 
April 1. 


Anyone who’s hesitating to 
submit their work should defi- 
nitely take the plunge, says Lo- 
chelt. 

“To anyone on the fence: get 
off! If you’re a writer, artist, 
photographer, or musician, Par- 
nassus is an amazing portfolio 
piece or even just something to 
brag about, and it wins national 
awards each year.” 

As previously mentioned, this 
will be the first time the magazine 
accepts music submissions in its 
50-year history. That may seem 
like a strange choice for a print 
magazine, but improvements in 
technology have made it feasible: 
if enough submissions are re- 
ceived, there will be a page of QR 
codes linking to students’ music. 

Parnassus’ staff members look 
forward to seeing what the stu- 
dent body has in store for submis- 
sions this spring. As they are the 
final judges of content for what 


Student loan debt 


By Emma Bocan 
Correspondent 

The issue of student loan debt 
has been at the forefront of the 
national conversation. Massa- 
chusetts Senator Elizabeth War- 
ren has spoken extensively about 
tackling student loan debt. 

Last Friday, Feb. 20, Warren 
addressed students at UMass 
Dartmouth, speaking about her 
own humble beginnings and the 
need for more forgiveness within 
the student loan system. 

Haverhill resident and gradu- 
ate of UMass Lowell, Robert Da- 
vid, said that when he graduated 
in 2012, his student loan debt was 
“somewhere in the neighborhood 
of $27,000.” 

As of 2015, he still owes 
around $24,000. 

“And this is after being em- 
ployed since nearly day one of 
graduation,” said David. 

For those who cannot find a 
job immediately, paying off stu- 


dent loan debt will be much more 
difficult.Community colleges like 
NECC have always been a more 
frugal option for students seeking 
higher education. 

President Obama’s proposed 
plan to make two years of com- 
munity college free would make 
community colleges even more 
accessible to a wider population 
of people. This proposal, says 
David, “has potential, though I 
suppose that would depend on 
the quality of education you can 
get in your area. I know North- 
ern Essex is a great school, but if 
you don’t have strong community 
colleges in your area it may not 
be as helpful.” 

NECC alumni Michael Nut- 
ter received his bachelor’s de- 
gree without accruing any debt, 
though he said that he had a great 
deal of help in this achievement. 
Through a combination of help 
from his parents, a discount due 
to his parents’ jobs within the 


Day and night 
classes 


Night classes 
provide good 
content for busy 


students 
By Ky Le BENSON 
Correspondent 

NECC does not only offer 
classes during the daytime -- they 
also offer classes later at night for 
people whose schedules do not fit 
school during the day. 

“T like night classes because I 
have to work in the day now, but 
I do miss my buds from when I 
was going to classes during the 
day,” said Matt Faia. 

Faia, a former day school 
student, finds that students in his 
classes with full time jobs agree 
with him. 

Classmate Greg Komornick 


said, “It really is helpful for me 
in my life right now. Things get 
hectic during the day, so I have to 
come at night.” 

Night classes offer some of 
the same classes as during the 
day. 

“T see a lot of the same classes 
going on here at night that were 
going on during the day a few 
semesters ago,” Faia said. “It has 
the same feel minus the social as- 
pect.” 

Students can sign up for night 
classes the same as they do for 
the day. In most cases, there are 
less days students have to come 
to school but with longer classes. 

“The longer classes are worth 
it,” said Faia. “I’m definitely on 
the right track to getting my de- 


” 


gree. 


Mass higher education system 
and his own payments into a sav- 
ings account that “had been set up 
ages ago,” he was able to pay his 
way through NECC and, through 
NECC’s partnership with the 
school, UMass Lowell, without 
any kind of federal financial aid. 
However, Nutter intends to go to 
law school within the next four to 
six months and is aware that he is 
likely to accumulate a great deal 
of debt obtaining his law degree. 

“J think the biggest thing to re- 
ally note ... is that student loans 
are clearly taking a toll on eco- 
nomic development,” said David. 

David’s monthly payments are 
$300 to $400, which he points out 
is money that is doing nothing to 
boost the overall economy. 

“And that’s from a_ state 
school,” David said. “Paying 
back a loan from a more expen- 
sive school would be an even 
larger hindrance.” 


ultimately ends up in the maga- 
zine, it’s important to note that 
they come from a multitude of ar- 
tistic backgrounds and interests. 

“Before coming to NECC I 
was an [editor and photographer] 
for my high school yearbook 
and also am a regular contribu- 
tor to my local newspaper,” said 
staffer Noah Greenstein. “I hope 
to see some interesting and cre- 
ative photography submissions to 
make the 50th edition of the mag- 
azine a great success.” 

Fellow staff member Jake 
Weisberg said, “My preferred 
medium is prose, although 
through my experience at NECC 
I’ve grown to live poetry and 
graphic novels as well. I’m per- 
sonally hoping to see some good 
short fiction -- poetry is usually 
good in Parnassus.” 

Lochelt would also like to see 
an increase in the number of fic- 
tion submissions. “[My preferred 


medium] has always been short 
fiction,” he said. “We’ve had 
some lean years on short stories, 
so I’d love to see some NECC 
students get some more cool stuff 
in.” 

While all submissions are val- 
ued, Parnassus staff would like to 
highlight the need for additional 
short fiction and art, categories 
that often receive less attention. 

In addition, students are en- 
couraged to spread the word to 
any artists they may know who 
are interested in having their 
work featured. 


WHAT: Short fiction, poetry, art, 
and music submissions 
WHERE/HOW: Submissions 
box outside room C314Z, Prof. 


Lochelt’s office (room C317Q), or 
email plochelt@necc.mass.edu 

WHEN: Writing deadline, March 
23; art and music deadline, April 1 


Jitters cafe 


By Jimmy RICHARDS 
Correspondent 

Last year, NECC decided to 
remodel their cafe located in the 
Student Center, but many stu- 
dents are unaware of what it even 
has to offer. A majority of stu- 
dents said they didn’t even know 
where the cafe was located. 

Kelsey Brown, a student at- 
tending for her first time at 
NECC said, “Well, I knew there 
was a cafe in the C building, but I 
had no idea about the remodeled 
cafe because no one ever told me 
about it.” 

Jared Richard, a new student 
attnding NECC said, “I knew 
about the cafe, but it’s just too 
far away for me to get there in 
between classes. I mean it’s nice, 
but who wants to hike there. All 
my classes are ten minutes apart, 
and it just leaves no time for me 
to get there.” 

Richard also added, “Many 
students are busy learning in the 


C and B buildings which means 
access to the cafe is limited.” 

Another student had suggested 
a different idea that may in fact 
help out the campus cafe. 

Eric Perez, a two-year student 
attending NECC said, “Honestly, 
I feel like they should put better 
food in there. But as the people 
who work there, they are very 
nice, very polite and will help 
with everything. 

“J just feel like there should be 
healthy things in there, and they 
should take the time to lower 
down the price because they are 
making a profit out of that.” 

Perez also gave another valid 
point about the remodeled cafe. 

Perez said, “I feel like there 
should be more guidance towards 
the cash register because every- 
thing is cramped together.” 

Perez also said that the cam- 
pus cafe is “hidden.” 


Catching up the semester 


By ALEX DEHULLU 
Correspondent 

For the past month, Massachu- 
setts has been getting snowstorm 
after snowstorm, bringing more 
snow than anyone in the area is 
accustomed to. It seems hard to 
believe that the snow is finally 
slowing down and things are be- 
ginning to return to normal. 

Now that the snow is clearing 
and classes are returning to their 
normal schedules, students along 
with professors need to find a 
way to make up for lost time. 

One NECC student, Patrick 
Murphy, said, “ I know for a fact 
one of my friends professors has 
already added ten to fifteen min- 
utes to all future classes in order 
to make up for all those missed 
classes, and that makes me won- 
der what I should expect from my 
professors.” 

Some NECC professors have 


already decided how they are 
planning on making up the lost 
lecture hours, but there are some 
that have either not decided or not 
informed their students on what 
they plan to do. 

Brian Adamopoulos, a full 
time NECC student, said, “I no- 
ticed very quickly how my pro- 
fessors began to speed up their 
lesson plans after the snow and 
the extra work is stressing me 
out. The snow really disrupted 
this semester and I’m really hop- 
ing it doesn’t harm my grades.” 

To some, it may seem unfair 
for teachers to go through infor- 
mation at a faster pace in order 
to catch up to where they were 
supposed to be, but at this point 
professors are not left with many 
options. 

Other professors decided to 
continue teaching at the same 
pace and push back future tests 


and quizzes. 

Mario Encarnacion, a student 
at NECC, discussed in an inter- 
view earlier this week how his 
microeconomics professor was 
one of the professors who de- 
cided it was best to continue the 
semester at the pace as before 
the blizzards. His professor has 
pushed the first test back over a 
week to ensure the students had 
time to prepare. 

Encarnacion said, “It was re- 
ally a relief to find out that the 
test had been moved back. I’m 
still not sure what my professor 
is planning on doing to make up 
those missed classes, though.” 
Even though these blizzards have 
finally taken a break, it’s clear 
that the professors along with the 
students have a lot of work ahead 
of them before the end of this 
spring semester. 
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By MIKE ALONGI 
Sports Editor 


Track and field has a 
new coach for 2015 


William Roche has taken over 
as the new head coach for the 
Knights’ outdoor track and field 
team. Roche was previously the 
assistant track coach under for- 
mer head coach Richard Brown. 
Brown decided to step down from 
the position prior to the 2015 
season. 


Plenty of activities 
and intramurals on 
the spring calendar 


Spring is the time of year when 
everyone can get back outside 
and play their favorite intramural 
sports on the NECC campus. 

Among the activities this 
spring are volleyball, foosball, 
soccer, dodgeball, pool and mat 
ball. 

Once April rolls around, there 
will be floor hockey, flag football 
and wiffle ball, among others. 

There are also plenty of 
activities scheduled for the spring 
semester. There will be a trip 
to see Blue Man Group on 
Thursday, March 26. 

Also, there will be a Spring 
Jam event on each campus in 
April. Spring Jam on Haverhill 
campus will take place on April 
15, while the Spring Jam in 
Lawrence will be held on April 


Spring is slowly 
approaching 


March is’ the month 
when the spring sports get 
underway at NECC, and there’s 
a lot to be excited about in 2015. 


The baseball team is 
coming off their third 
consecutive trip to the 


NJCAA World Series and 
they have an itch to get back 
there this year. The defending 
Region XXI Champions 
begin their 2015 campaign on 
Sunday, March 15 against Itasca 
Community College of Grand 
Rapids, Minn. 

Softball is ready to begin their 
second season here at NECC, and 
there is plenty to build on from 
last year. With plenty of return- 
ing starters and some fresh talent 
coming in, the Knights will be 
pushing to get to the next step 
in 2015. Their first game is on 
Saturday, March 28 against 
NHTI. 

Track and field will also 
begin their season on March 
28 when they travel to Tufts 
University for the Tufts 
University Snowflake Classic. 


The gym is open 
Monday through 
Friday to students 


Students with a valid NECC 
ID can use the facilities for 
free. The facilities are open 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 
9 am. to 3 p.m. on Fridays. 


Equipment open for use 
includes free weights, 
treadmills and rowers, among 
others. 


Brett Hanley makes positive 
impact on Knights basketball 


Opportunity Works 
student named 
volunteer assistant 
to Athletic Director 
Sue MacAvoy 


By MIke ALoNGI 
Sports Editor 

There is one member of the 
NECC Knights who has never 
scored a point, but who has made 
a positive impact on the team and 
its fans this season. 

Twenty three year old Brett 
Hanley of North Andover was 
hand selected by the basket- 
ball team to serve as the first 
volunteer assistant to NECC 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy 
under a new partnership called 
“Opportunity Knights.” 

Hanley is a part of the 
Opportunity Works program, 
an adult day program located 
in Newburyport that is slated to 
move to its new building adjacent 
to NECC in the near future. 

Opportunity Works also 
has another satellite facility on 
Summer St. in Haverhill. 

The agency serves over 200 
adults from ages 22 to 75 from 
all over the Merrimack Valley 
and North Shore. The agency 
operates with a staff of 66 
professionals who bring a broad 
range of experience in working 


with people with disabilities. 
Additionally, hundreds of vol- 
unteers participate in fundraising 
and outreach events, serve on 
advisory committees, and volun- 
teer in programs throughout the 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Brett Hanley (holding ball) stands with the Knights basketball team, assistant coach Joe 


Tardif (far left), AD Sue MacAvoy (left) and head coach Darren Stratton (far right). 


year. 

According to their mission 
statement, “Opportunity Works 
is fully committed to enhancing 
the life for people with disabil- 
ities by promoting a culture of 


He just loves it. He looks forward to 
working every game. 
- Ted Hanley, on his son Brett's role 
with the basketball team 


dignity and respect and ensuring 
individualized services __ that 
maximize the independence of 
the people we serve. We further 
resolve to eliminate the barriers 
that affect people with disabilities 
through community advocacy and 
education.” 
Two hours before each, of the 
12 Knights’ home games, Brett 
could be found performing his 
own drills -- rolling out the bas- 
ketball cart, setting up chairs, 
filling the coolers with water and 
ice, sweeping the floor and 
Continued on page 11 


Knights eliminated from 
quarterfinal 


Region XX] 


It was a tough game 
in the first round of 
the playoffs, and the 
Knights couldn t out- 
last Springfield Tech 


By Mike ALONG! 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights had some 
struggles this season, but they 
were still able to squeeze their 
way into the NJCAA Region XXI 
playoffs with a losing record. 

Unfortunately, they were 
not able to make it any 
further than the first round. There 
they matched up with the high- 
er-seeded Springfield Technical 
Community College and were 
defeated by a score of 65-49. 

This was the third time the 
Knights lost to Springfield 
Technical CC this year. They also 
lost 82-49 on the road on Dec. 6 
and 62-56 at home on Jan. 31. 

The Knights were, as in most 
games, overmatched in terms of 
size and talent. They couldn’t get 
much of any scoring from their 
main playmakers, Matt Jameson 
and Edwin Gonzalez. 

They also didn’t get the big- 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Knights’ freshman Andres Hernandez (12) launches up a 
three-pointer. He averaged 4.5 points/game this season. 


time rebounding performances 
that we’ve seen in other games 
from players like Elijah Mukiibi 
or Jonathan Paulino. 

The Knights simply couldn’t 
handle the attack that Springfield 
guard Lance Hill and forward 


Nate Tardy brough to the court 
that day. 

Hill sliced NECC for 26 points 
on 64 percent shooting. He also 
pulled down eight rebounds and 
dished out five assists in the 
winning effort. 


Tardy also had a great game, 
scoring 18 points on 50 percent 
shooting and adding 11 rebounds 
to complete the double-double. 

The Knights’ defense wasn’t 
up to par for playoff basketball, 
as they gave up 42 percent shoot- 
ing to Springfield for the game. 

But it isn’t all a loss for 
NECC. The Knights are only 
graduating two sophomores this 
year, Gonzalez and Chris Corey. 
This means that there should be 
plenty of talent coming back for 
the 2015-2016 season. Players 
like Mukiibi, Jameson and others 

Continued on page 11 


This paper is your voice, 
too! 
We want to see what you 
have to say. 


eee 000 


You can 
reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
_observer@ 
necc.mass.edu 
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Ortiz has some issues with the new 
pace of play rules this season 


| David Ortiz showed 
up to spring 
training and went 


off on a rant about 


MLB ‘s new policies 
By Mike ALoncI 
Sports Editor 

David Ortiz has been an All- 
Star in Major League Baseball 
nine times in his 18-year career. 
He has hit over 460 home runs 
and driven in over 1500 runs. 
And if he wants to take his time 
in the batter’s box, he is going to. 

With news of MLB 
officials considering a host of 
new rules to quicken the pace of 
play during games, David Ortiz 
gave his thoughts on one partic- 
ular rule change that will affect 
hitters. The rule says that batters 
must keep at least one foot in the 
batters’ box at all times, with 
some exceptions. 

Ortiz had a hard time contain- 
ing himself upon hearing news of 
the new rules, and he addressed 
the media to vent his frustration. 


Hanley’ 


Hanley makes.a 


| positive impact on 
| everyone 


Continued from page 10 
greeting players and fans. 
“He just loves it,” said his 


_ father Ted Hanley. “He looks 


forward to working every game. 
If he could sleep in his uniform, 
he would.” 

The volunteer position was 
perfect for Brett because it wove 
together several of his interests 
-- basketball, people and being a 
helper. 


Knights’ playoff loss 


Knights have some 
good talent 


returning next year 
Continued from page 10 
will have to step up and be 
leaders for the new squad. It’s 
going to take a lot of work over 
the course of the offseason, but 
the Knights have the talent to 
earn a better playoff spot next 
year and possibly even make a 
run at the end of next year. 


Edwin Gonzalez 
Matt Jameson 
Elijah Mukiibi 
Jonathan Paulino 


Elijah Mukiibi 
Jonathan Paulino 
Andrew Wallace 


It seems like every rule goes in the 
pitchers’ favor. 
- David Ortiz, Designated Hitter, 
Boston Red Sox 


SS me 


He spoke with Rob Bradford of 
WEEI.com and also to the folks 
at NESN. 

“After a pitch, you have to 
stay in the box?” Ortiz asked. “I 
call that [expletive].” 

Most anyone who has ever 
watched a baseball game knows 
that batters tend to take their 
sweet time in between pitch- 
es, whether it’s to readjust their 
helmet, fix their batting gloves or 
inspect their bat. But Ortiz makes 
the point that there is actually a 
method to all the madness, at 
least in his case. 

“When you come out of the 
box, they don’t understand you’ re 
thinking about what the pitcher is 
trying to do,” he explained. “It’s 
not like you’re going up there 
with an empty mind.” 


Ss court, 


Brett, who his father charac- 
terizes as fiercely independent, 
isn’t one to sit around. 

He attends a knitting group, 
plays the drums, listens to 
Christian music and sings in a 
treble chorus in addition to his 
basketball duties. 

MacAvoy said that having 
Brett as her assistant was great 
for the entire team. 

“It’s been really great to see 
how the student athletes are with 
him and how he is with them,” 
she said. “He always has a huge 
smile on his face which makes all 


It’s going to Pie 
on the level of commit- 
ment that the returning 
players have, as well as 
the new talent that will 
be coming in with the 
new freshman class. 

The Knights are 
probably a player or 
two away from hav- 
ing a great team, and 
it will be interesting to 
see if they can find that 


Mae eer _. 


He continued on to say that the 
rule is bad for hitters. 

“When you force a hitter to 
do that, 70 percent you’re out 
because you don’t have time to 
think,” he said. 

He has a pretty good case here, 
especially considering there is a 
new rule for pitchers that could 
be a bit more lenient. The rule 
would impose a 12-second pitch 
clock for each pitch. However, 


this only would apply when there 
are no runners on base. If there 
are runners on, there won’t be any 
pitch clock. 

“It seems like every rule goes 
in the pitchers’ favor,” Ortiz said. 

The fine for breaking the one- 
foot rule is $500 per offense, 
which may not sound like a lot to 
millionaire baseball players but 
could add up to quite a bit. 

“Well, I might run out of 
money,” Ortiz said. “I’m 
serious. I’m not going to change 
my game. I don’t care what they 
say.” 

The real interesting part of this 
new rule will be how the umpires 
enforce it. Technically, there is 
already a pitch clock in the MLB 
rulebook, but it isn’t enforced. 
With the sport’s popularity 


It doesn’t matter what they do, the game 
is not going to speed up. 
- David Ortiz, Designated Hitter, 
Boston Red Sox 
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cont'd. Spring 


of us smile. 

Bryan Centeno, 21, who is a 
member of the basketball team, 
echoed MacAvoy’s sentiment. 
The movement science major 
says the team selected Brett from 
a field of three or four candi- 
dates because of his energy and 
attitude. 

“There was an excitement 
when he walked in the room,” 
said Centeno, 

In the future, MacAvoy 
hopes to employ an Opportunity 
Knights volunteer for each of its 
sports teams. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Knights’ sophomore Edwin Gonzalez 
averaged 13.5 points/game this year. 


It’s never too late to 
get involved with a 


spring sport 
By Mike ALoneI 


Sports Editor a. 

Anyone who is __ interest- 
ed in participating in a sport 
for the Spring 2015 semester 
must submit a recruiting form, 
a physical and an immuniza- 


tion form before becoming 
eligible to compete. 
These forms, along with 


others such as the NJCAA el- 
igibility form and the Code of 
Conduct can be found on NECC’s 
athletic website, athletics.necc. 


mass.edu under the header 
“Become a Knight.” 

Players who are __ inter- 
ested in playing softball are 
encouraged to contact head 
coach Robert Gillespie at 
rgillespie@necc.mass.edu or 


at (978)-556-3828. Gillespie is 
always looking for new players to 
add to the team. 

If track is more your style, 
you can contact head coach 
William Roche at wroche@ 
necc.mass.edu or at (978)- 
556-3826. This is Roche’s first 
season as head coach. 


He was formerly _ the 
assistant track coach under 
Richard Brown. 

Those interested in trying 


out for the baseball team can 
contact head coach Jeff Mejia at 
jmejia@necc.mass.edu or at 
(978)-556-3827. 

The Knights baseball team 
is coming off another great 
season that ended witha loss in the 
NJCAA World Series in Tyler, 
Texas. 


They will undoubtedly be 


waning, especially among young- 
er demographics (the median age 
for a MLB viewer is 54 years old, 
according to Bloomberg), pace of 
play has become a serious issue. 

Not only that, but there has 
been talk that the length of the 
baseball season (162 games) 
is just way too long. It is cur- 
rently twice as long as both 
the NHL and NBA seasons (81 
games each). The problem with 
shortening the number of games 
has to do with the current records 
that are held and ad revenue, 
among other business aspects. 

Regardless, Ortiz doesn’t 
think these small changes are 
going to do much. 

“It doesn’t matter what they 
do, the game is not going to speed 
up,” he said. “That’s the bottom 
line.” 

Ortiz, like all the other hitters 
in Major League Baseball, will 
simply have to get used to the 
new rules and oblige. Or they 
could just pay the fine each and 
every time they break the rule. 

It’s not like they can’t afford 
it, right? 


sports 


striving for another run to the 
World Series this year. 

As always, if interscholastic 
sports aren’t suited for you, there 
are always opportunities to play 
intramural sports right on the 
Haverhill campus. 

The schedule is always post- 
ed at necc.mass.edu under the 
header “Student Life.” 

It can also be found on the 
bulletin board in the lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 

Some sports offered for intra- 
murals are flag football, soccer, 
volleyball and ultimate frisbee. 
among others. 

There are plenty of great ac- 
tivities to enjoy over the spring 
semester. 

There’s a ski/snowboard trip 
to Gunstock Mountain, there is 
Winterfest on both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses and the 
free pool is back. 

For intramurals, there will be 
soccer, dodgeball, floor hockey 
and volleyball. 

And don’t forget the 8-ball 
pool, foosball and ping pong 
tournaments scheduled through- 
out the semester. 

Once April comes, flag foot- 
ball and wiffle ball will also be 
offered. 

Spring Jam will also invade 
both the Lawrence and Haverhill 
campuses in April. 

There is also a gaming area in 
the lobby of the Sport and Fitness 
Center, complete with ping pong 
tables and pool tables for a small 
fee. 

Check the bulletin board in 
the lobby of the Sport and Fitness 
Center for more information on 
the spring activities. 
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Salem Film Fest comes to town 


Press release 
The eighth annual all-docu- 


mentary Salem Film Fest will 
be held March 5 through 12 in 
Salem, Mass., with its largest 
line-up ever: 38 films by film- 
makers from 10 different coun- 
tries telling stories from around 
the world. 29 of these films will 
be making their North American, 
U.S., East Coast, New England or 
Massachusetts premiere. 

Spread out over eight days 
with screenings at both Cine- 
maSalem and the Peabody Es- 
sex Museum, the festival kicks 
off with the thought-provoking 
“Stray Dog,” about Vietnam vet- 
eran and biker Ron Hall, direct- 
ed by Oscar nominated director 
Debra Granik (“Winter’s Bone”). 
Granik, along with editor Tory 
Stewart, will be at the festival to 
present. 

A few highlights include: 

The North American premiere 
of “35 Cows and a Kalashnikov,” 
a visually stunning triptych about 
warrior-farmers, colorful dandies 
and voodoo wrestlers in Ethio- 


pia, Congo-Brazzaville and Con- 
go-Kinshasa; 

“Once Upon a Crime,” the 
riveting story of two New York 
detectives who were falsely im- 
prisoned for committing murder 
on behalf of the Mafia; 

“Children of the Arctic,” by 
returning Salem Film Fest alum 
Nick Brandestini (“Darwin”), 
which follows a year-in-the-life 
of Native Alaskan teenagers com- 
ing of age in Barrow, Alaska; 

“I Am Big Bird,” which gives 
a fascinating look at Caroll Spin- 
ney, the man behind Sesame 
Street’s beloved Big Bird; 

“Cairo Drive,” a unique explo- 
ration of one of the world’s most 
populated cities, filmed from its 
street — literally; 

“Back on Board: Greg Lou- 
ganis,” an intimate portrayal of 
the trailblazing openly gay four- 
time Olympic champion diver 
Greg Louganis; 

“Morphine: Journey of 
Dreams,” about the iconic 
genre-busting 1990s band Mor- 


phine that blazed like a comet 
across the global music scene. 

Filmmakers will be present for 
over half of this year’s screen- 
ings, providing audiences with a 
unique opportunity to learn more 
about the documentary filmmak- 
ing process. 

As in previous years, all film 
screenings will be preceded by 
“Salem Sketches,” a group of 
homegrown and wildly popu- 
lar shorts. These short vignettes 
capture the voice and landscape 
of Salem through characters and 
places both past and present. 

In addition, the festival will 
feature three filmmaker forums, 
a panel discussion with members 
of the production team from the 
PBS series “American Experi- 
ence,” the college documentary 
shorts program “Mass Reality 
Check,” and the Five-Minute Stu- 
dent Documentary Contest high- 
lighting five-minute documenta- 
ries produced, shot and edited by 
high school students. 

There will also be plenty of 


Political smiles 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


From left to right: NECC President Lane Glenn, Republican political analyst David Fors- 
berg, Professor Richard Padova and Democratic political analyst Charles Baker III 


The reading 


list 
aol: 


Photo by Faith Gregory 
This month’s featured books in the Bentley library Haverhill campus are from the New 


York Times “100 Notable Books of 2014” list. 


music, including The Vapors of 
Morphine with original Morphine 
band members Dana Colley, Je- 
rome Deupree and Billy Conway 
as well as vocalist and guitarist 
Jeremy Lyons. 

Filmmaker awards include: 
the Michael Sullivan FRONT- 
LINE Award for Journalism in 
a Documentary Film, a $1,000 
cash prize that will be awarded 
to the filmmaker judged to have 
presented a tough, controversial 
story through engaging and fair 
minded investigative reportage; 
the American Cinematographer 
Magazine Award for Cinema- 
tography; the Alliance of Wom- 
en Film Journalists EDA Award 
for Best Female Director; Salem 
Film Fest Editing Award; Salem 
Film Fest Jury Award; Mass Re- 
ality Check Best Short Award; 
and the highly coveted Salem 
Film Fest Audience Award. 

For more information about 
Salem Film Fest visit salemfilm- 
fest.com. 


SHOWING AT 
SALEM FILM FEST 


Films 
“Stray Dog” 

“35 Cows and a Kalashnikov” 
“Once Upon a Crime” 
“Children of the Arctic” 

“I Am Big Bird” 

“Cairo Drive” 

“Back on Board: Greg 
Louganis” 
“Morphine: Journey of Dreams” 


Shorts 
“Salem Sketches” 
“Mass Reality Check” 


Music 
The Vapors of Morphine 


WHEN: March 5 - 12 
WHERE: CinemaSalem and 
the Peabody Essex Museum in 
Salem, Mass. 

HOW MUCH: All-film passes 
are $120 for adults and $100 
for students 


Community 
college has many 
clear benefits 


NECC can help 
students manage 


financial burdens 
By MatrHew Couture 


Correspondent 

Deciding where to go for a 
college education can often be a 
very long and tough process. Yet 
at the same time, the decision 
may be very simple if everyone 
thinks it through. 

There are many benefits to go- 
ing to a community college, and 
the first obvious one is the tuition 
of classes. Community college 
tuition and fees are lower than 
those of 4-year colleges and uni- 
versities. 

NECC Student Shaun Con- 
nors expressed his opinion on 
this when he said, “I personally 
decided to attend Northern Essex 
because of the tuition cost. I just 
couldn’t imagine paying upwards 
of $20,000 per year for four 
straight years to get an education 
just to graduate and be burdened 
with the debt from student loans.” 

Community colleges allow 
students to feel more comfortable 
with how much money they are 
dishing out for school, and they 
love the idea of being able to cut 
their debt in half after earning 
their bachelor’s degree or having 
no debt and an associate’s. 

On top of just the tuition of 
community colleges, there are 
many other benefits to attending 
a community college rather than 
a 4-year college or university. 

NECC Professor Amy Callah- 
an pointed out a benefit that most 
students likely don’t realize when 
deciding their higher education. 


Callahan said, “An even greater 
benefit I believe is the quality of 
the teaching at a community col- 
lege, because here the emphasis 
is on teaching. Whereas if you go 
to a 4-year college or university, 
the emphasis there is more on 
their research and not as much on 
the teaching itself.” 

Community college faculty 
focuses on teaching and provid- 
ing personal attention to students. 
Unlike most university faculty, 
they are not required to spend 
time away from the classroom to 
conduct research. 

In addition, students attending 
a community college are able to 
gain a real world perspective or 
experience from faculty members 
who usually have practical work 
experience in the subjects they 
teach. 

In addition, when someone 
thinks of community college, 
another thought is convenience. 
Many community colleges, in- 
cluding NECC, have multiple 
campuses. 

That was a huge plus for 
NECC student Eddie Hoar as 
he expressed his comforts that 
NECC is close to his own house 
and that it allows him to have a 
flexible schedule. 

Connors said, “going to 
NECC allows me to give myself 
the schedule I want and need.” 

All of these advantages are the 
main reasons why students go to 
community colleges like NECC. 
These 2-year schools give stu- 
dents options that almost every- 
one can handle and use to help 
them gain the knowledge neces- 
sary to be successful in life. 


